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Introduction

Welcome to Year 9 Option Choices

You are about to make some key decisions for your education over the
next two years. We want you to be in the best position to choose what is
right for you. In this booklet you will find information about all the

courses you can select from, plus guidance about how to make your
choices. There is a lot of information which you will need to consider very
carefully. You also need to talk with your parents/carers and your subject
teachers, while your Form Tutor can give advice too. You will have the
opportunity to talk to teachers at our Consultation Evening and also at our
Year 9 Options Evening (see Key Dates and Deadlines section below).

How the Options Process Works

It is our responsibility to make sure that every student has access to a
broad and balanced curriculum. Therefore, although there is some choice,
there are certain subjects and types of subject which you must study. This
will make sure that you have the best range of opportunities available to
you at the end of Year 11. The subjects everyone follows make up the
Core Curriculum and the option subjects you choose make up the Choices
Curriculum.



Curriculum Overview

The Core Curriculum

At Beaumont students take the subjects below:

« English Language

« English Literature

+  Mathematics

- Science”

-« Aforeign language (French, German or Spanish)

« Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship & Economic Education (PSHCEE)
which includes aspects of Religious Education - this is a non-examined
subject

« Physical Education (Core) - this is a non-examined subject

*Combined Science is the course taken by most students at Beaumont,
leading to a double GCSE award. Students who meet our entry criteria
may opt for Triple Science (leading to three separate GCSEs in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics) as one of their options if they wish to do so. Your
parents/carers will be informed about the best Science pathway for you by
email.

The Choices Curriculum

We offer a wide range of choices at Key Stage 4. There are five choices to
be made (including the choice of language) and you must make these very
carefully, bearing in mind the courses you want to study after Year 11 and
the type of career you may wish to follow in the future. You must select at
least one from Geography and History within your choices.

For the optional subjects we ask students what they would like to study
and then put these subjects into teaching blocks to give the maximum
number of students their preferences. However, not all combinations are
possible and you must also give reserve choices as we may not be able to
allocate every student all of their top choices. When allocating students to
groups, we take into consideration the order of preference of the subjects
they have listed. Therefore, please rank your optional subjects carefully.



Key Dates and Deadlines

Year 9 Senior Staff

W/C 12 January 2026
Guidance Meetings

Tuesday 20 January 2026
from 6.00pm

More information will be
available at the Options
Evening

opportunity to speak to
your teachers at our
Consultation Evening

Wednesday 28 January
2026 from 5.00pm

Friday 6 February 2026

The deadline for submitting
(9.00am)

your completed Options
choices online

(_e You will have the

An electronic copy of this booklet can be found on the school website
https://beaumontschool.com/year-9-options/#subject-choices




K54 Core Subjects

English Language
English Literature

Maths

Combined Science
French

German

Spanish

Personal Development (PSHCEE) non-examined



Core Subject

English Language

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

The Language GCSE course builds skills
in reading, writing, and speaking by
analysing diverse 19th, 20th, and
21st-century texts (fiction and non-fiction)
and developing effective communication,
focusing on narrative, viewpoints, and
critical thinking.

Students learn to write clearly, use
Standard English, and analyse language.

Key Focus Areas

Reading: Fluently understand and
critically analyse a wide range of texts,
from classic literature to contemporary
journalism and reviews.

Writing: Develop skills in creative and
non-fiction writing, using varied
vocabulary, sentence structures, and
correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation.

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative
Reading and Writing: focuses on
19th-century fiction and creative writing
tasks, exploring narrative and descriptive
techniques.

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and
Perspectives: examines 20th and
21st-century non-fiction texts (like articles,
diaries) to understand different viewpoints
and perspectives, with related writing
tasks.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/
gcse/english-8700/specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs K Molyneux - Head of English



Core Subject

English Literature

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Robert Louis Stevenson

Macbeth - William Shakespeare

An Inspector Calls - J. B. Priestley

AQA Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology

Unseen Poetry

Which exam board is the awarding body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for qualification
https://www.aqa.orqg.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs K Molyneux - Head of English



Core Subject

Maths

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?
Number

Algebra

Ratio and Proportion

Geometry

Data Handling

Which exam board is the awarding body?
Edexcel

What percentage of the course is assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Three

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for qualification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html

Who oversees the course?
Ms Ella Dickson - KS4 Maths Lead



Core Subject

Combined Science

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Biology - Cell biology, Organisation,
Infection and response, Bioenergetics,
Homeostasis and response, Inheritance,
variation and evolution, Ecology

Chemistry - Atomic structure and the
periodic table, Bonding, Structure and the
properties of matter, Quantitative chemistry,
Chemical changes, Energy changes, The
Rate and extent of chemical change,
Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis,
Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using
resources

Physics - Energy, Electricity, Particle
model of matter, Atomic structure, Forces,
Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Six (two for each science)

What coursework will students have to
complete?

None. Students have to complete some
required practicals in their lessons, but
these are assessed within the written ex-
ams.

What qualification will students get?
GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (two
GCSEs)

What range of grades is awarded?
0-1 to 9-9 (two linked grades, either the
same or one different)

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/
gcse/science-8464/specification

Who oversees the course?
Miss Rebecca Palmer - KS4 Science Lead

10



Core Subject

French

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?
People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture, Communication and the world
around us

Which exam board is the awarding body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Four

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-8652/specification

Who oversees the course?
Ms B Ashton - Head of French

11



Core Subject

German

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?
People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture, Communication and the world
around us

Which exam board is the awarding body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Four

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to know before opting for the
course?
There is the opportunity to participate in the German Exchange in Year 10.

Link to exam board’s web page for qualification
https://www.aqa.orqg.uk/subjects/german/gcse/german-8662/specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs S Lutz - Head of MFL

12



Core Subject

Spanish

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?
People and Lifestyle, Popular Culture, Communication and the world
around us

Which exam board is the awarding body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Four

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to know before opting for the
course?
There is the opportunity to participate in the Spanish Exchange in Year 10.

Link to exam board’s web page for qualification
https://www.aqa.orqg.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-8692/specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs H Duckworth - Head of Spanish

13



O

Core Subject S0

PSHCEE (Life Skills) NM ¥

What big topics and/or themes will be studied?

Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship, and Economic Education is essential
for equipping every student with the skills and knowledge to thrive now
and in the future. It is a central part in helping them navigate daily
challenges now like friendships and emotional wellbeing, and preparing
them for life’s later opportunities, decisions and responsibilities so that
they can be safe and ‘Enjoy & Excel’.

At Key Stage 4 students will be taught aspects of Religious Education as

well as continuing with Relationships and Sex Education, Living in the
Wider World and Health and Wellbeing.

14



KS4 Option Subjects

Art & Design

Art & Design: Graphic Communication
Business

Cambridge National Certificate in IT
Computer Science

Design & Technology: Food Preparation and Nutrition
Design & Technology: Product Design
Design & Technology: Textiles

Drama

Geography

History

Media Studies

Music

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion
Physical Education

Spanish

Triple Science

by invitation only
Personal Effectiveness Qualification (ASDAN) non-examined



Option Subject

Art and Design

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Component 1 = 60% coursework: topics
include ‘Decay’ and ‘Structures’.
Component 2 = 40% externally set
assignment, topic determined by exam
board, run like a coursework unit over 12
weeks.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
Edexcel

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
Component 2 = 40%, this is run like a
coursework unit over 12 weeks at the end

of the course, culminating in a 2 day exam.

How many exam papers are there?
One

What coursework will students have to
complete?

60% Component One. This comprises of
two units of work, Decay and structures,
this will be completed from September of
Year 10 to January of Year 11.

When will coursework be submitted?
January of Year 11

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?

All work completed on the course is used in
students’ personal portfolios for
submission. There is a requirement for
students to work independently out of class
each week on their personal portfolios as
their home learning. Students will learn a
wide range of new techniques and
processes. They will enhance both their
creative and their critical thinking skills.

Link to exam board’s web page for

qualification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/

qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-
design-2016.html

Who oversees the course?
Mrs H Wakley - Head of Art

16



Option Subject

Art & Design: Graphic Communication E @

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Component 1 - Typography and Cities
Component 2 - Exam board generated
topics, run like a coursework unit over 12
weeks.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
Component 2 = 40% , this is run like a
coursework unit over 12 weeks at the end
of the course.

How many exam papers are there?
One

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Component 1 is 60% of overall grade,
Component 2 (40%) is also run like a
coursework unit, culminating in a 2 day
exam.

When will coursework be submitted?
January of Year 11

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?

All work completed from day one of the
course will be submitted in the portfolio. A
committment to independent working
outside of school is essential. This is a
creative subject where students will enjoy
both hand-created and digital outcomes.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-
and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8203/

specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs H Wakley - Head of Art

17



Option Subject

Business

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Our course is structured into two themes,
taking students from how entrepreneurs
start businesses (Theme 1) through to

growing and global businesses (Theme 2).

Theme 1 concentrates on the key
business concepts, issues and skills
involved in starting and running a small
business. It provides a framework for
students to explore core concepts through
the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a
business.

Theme 2 examines how a business
develops beyond the start-up phase. It
focuses on the key business concepts,
issues and decisions used to grow a
business, with an emphasis on aspects of
marketing, operations, finance and human
resources. It also considers the impact of

the wider world on the decisions a business

makes as it grows.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
Edexcel

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/
business-2017.html

Who oversees the course?
Mrs B Austin, Head of Economics and
Business

18



Option Subject

Cambridge National Certificate : I'T

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Unit RO50: IT in the digital world

Unit RO60: Data manipulation using
Spreadsheets

Unit R070: Using Augmented Reality to
present information

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
OCR

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
40%

How many exam papers are there?
One
Unit RO50: IT in the digital world 1h30

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Two Units

Unit RO60: Data manipulation using
Spreadsheets

Unit R070: Using Augmented Reality to
present information

When will coursework be submitted?
January Year 10 R070
Janaury Year 11 R060

What qualification will students get?
Cambridge National Certificate

What range of grades is awarded?
Level 1 and 2 - Pass, Merit, Distinction,
Distinction*

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610951 -
specification-cambridge-nationals-it-j836.
pdf

Who oversees the course?
Mr J Goddard - Head of Computer Science

19



Option Subject

Computer Science

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Computer systems

This component will assess:

1.1 Systems architecture

1.2 Memory and storage

1.3 Computer networks, connections and
protocols

1.4 Network security

1.5 Systems software

1.6 Ethical, legal, cultural and
environmental impacts of digital technology

Computational thinking, algorithms and
programming

This component will assess:

2.1 Algorithms

2.2 Programming fundamentals

2.3 Producing robust programs

2.4 Boolean logic

2.5 Programming languages and Integrated
Development Environments

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
OCR

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Students will undertake a programming
project throughout the course of two years.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-
specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.

pdf

Who oversees the course?
Mr J Goddard - Head of Computer Science

20



Option Subject

¢5¢

D&T : Food Preparation and Nutrition

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Food, nutrition and health

Food science

Food safety

Food choice

Food provenance

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks, 50% of GCSE

How many exam papers are there?
One

What coursework will students have to
complete?

NEA 1 is worth 15%: Food investigation
Students’ understanding of the working
characteristics, functional and chemical
properties of ingredients.

Practical investigations are a compulsory
element of this NEA task.

NEA 2 is worth 35%: Food preparation
assessment

Students’ knowledge, skills and
understanding in relation to the planning,
preparation, cooking, presentation of food

and application of nutrition related to the
chosen task.

Students will prepare, cook and present a
final menu of three dishes within a single

period of no more than three hours, plan-
ning in advance how this will be achieved.

When will coursework be submitted?
May of each year, for Years 10 and 11

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
NEA 1: Electronic report (1,5600-2,000
words) including photographic evidence of
the practical investigation.

NEA 2: Electronic portfolio including photo-
graphic evidence. Photographic evidence
of the three final dishes must be included.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
food-preparation-and-nutrition/gcse/
food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/
specification/specification-at-a-glance

Who oversees the course?

Mrs | Johal - Head of D& T 21



Option Subject

ok

D&T : Product Design

What big topics and/or themes will be

studied?

«  New and emerging technologies

« Energy generation and storage
developments in new materials

- Systems approach to designing
mechanical devices

« Materials and their working properties

Taught through:

+ timber based materials

* metal based materials

* polymers

-+ textile based materials

+ electronic and mechanical systems
* paper and boards

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
Written exam: 2 hours

100 marks, 50% of GCSE

How many exam papers are there?
One

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 50% of
GCSE, 100 marks, 30—-35 hours approx.

Practical application of:

« Core technical principles

« Specialist technical principles

» Designing and making principles

When will coursework be submitted?
May of each year, for Years 10 and 11

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to

know before opting for the course?

Paper 1 is assessed on the following:

« Core technical principles

« Specialist technical principles

» Designing and making principles

In addition:

- atleast 15% of the exam will assess
maths

+ atleast 10% of the exam will assess
science

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-
and-technology/gcse/design-and-
technology-8552/specification/specification-

at-a-glance

Who oversees the course?

Mrs | Johal - Head of D& T 50



Option Subject

D&T : Textiles

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

To explore practical and relevant critical
and contextual sources such as the work of
historical and contemporary textile
designers. The different purposes,
intentions and functions of textile design as
appropriate to their own work.

Learners will demonstrate the ability to
work creatively with a variety of processes
and techniques appropriate to studies such
as: weaving, surface printing (block,
screen or digital), pattern making, pattern
cutting, embroidery (machine or hand),
knitting, batik, appliqué and collage.

Students will explore, acquire and develop
Skills, knowledge and understanding
through the application of techniques and
processes specific to their chosen

area(s) of study of Textile Design.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
OCR

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
40%

How many exam papers are there?
One - culminating in a two day practical
exam

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Coursework is made up of two
components: a portfolio (60%) and an
externally set task (40%)

When will coursework be submitted?
May of each year, for Years 10 and 11

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Textile Design is defined here as the
creation of designs and products for woven,
knitted, stitched or printed fabrics and
involves an understanding of fibres, yarns
and fabrics.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.ocr.org.uk/Images/220463-
specification-accredited-gcse-art-and-
design-j170-j176.pdf

Who oversees the course?
Mrs | Johal - Head of D& T
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Option Subject

Drama

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Learners will explore Devising, Performing
and Evaluating Drama skills through set
texts, stimuli and live theatre experience.
They will collaborate and create their own
devised drama in Component 1 Devising
Drama (NEA). They will develop and apply
theatrical skills in acting or design by
presenting extracts from a text in
Component 2 Presenting & Performing
Texts (NEA). In Component 3 Performance
& Response (written exam) they will
explore practically a performance text to
demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of drama, and analyse and
evaluate a live theatre performance,
showing their knowledge of both in the
written exam.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
OCR

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
40%.

How many exam papers are there?
One: (Component 3: Performance and
Response) 1hr 30

What coursework will students have to
complete?

There are two NEA units:

Component 1 Devising Drama (30%)
Component 2 Presenting & Performing
Texts (30%). Visiting examination.

When will coursework be submitted?
Component 1 Devising Drama is completed
inY10

Component 2 Presenting & Performing
texts is completed in Spring of Y11 (March)

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Students have the opportunity to follow
either an Acting or Design (lighting, sound,
costume/hair & make-up) route for their
NEA units.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/
drama-j316-from-2016/

Who oversees the course?
Mrs L Wallace - Head of Drama

24



Option Subject

Geography

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues

Topic 1: Hazardous Earth

Topic 2: Development dynamics

Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues

Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical
landscape — Coastal change and conflict
and River processes and pressures
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human
landscape - Dynamic UK cities

Topic 6: Geographical investigations —
including one physical and one human
fieldwork investigation

Unit 3: People and Environment Issues
Topic 7: People and the biosphere
Topic 8: Forests under threat

Topic 9: Consuming energy resources

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
Edexcel B

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%.

How many exam papers are there?
Three

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Students will complete two compulsory
fieldwork days (coastal and urban)

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//qualifications.pearson.com/
en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/
geography-b-2016.html

Who oversees the course?
Mrs J Cross - Head of Geography

25



Option Subject

History

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Thematic study and historic environment:
Warfare and British society, c1250—present
and London and the Second World War,
1939-45

British depth study: Anglo-Saxon and
Norman England, c1060-88

Period study: Spain and the ‘New World’,
c1490-c1555

Modern depth study: The USA, 1954-75:
conflict at home and abroad

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
Edexcel

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%.

How many exam papers are there?
Three

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.
html

Who oversees the course?
Mr C Batt - Head of History

26



Option Subject

Media Studies

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

How the media portrays events, issues,
individuals and social groups.

How the media through their forms, codes
and conventions communicate meanings.
How the media industries’ processes of
production, distribution and circulation
affect media forms and platforms.

How media forms target, reach and
address audiences, and how audiences
interpret and respond to them.

Social, cultural, historical & political
contexts of media products.

Media forms studied include:

Print Media: Newspaper Front Pages; Film
Marketing; Print Advertising; Print
Magazines

Media Industries and Audiences: Film
(James Bond); Video Games (Fortnite);
The News (The Sun); Radio (Desert Island
Discs)

Television Production - Crime Drama:
Trigger Point; The Sweeney

Music Video: Taylor Swift (The Man); Justin
Bieber (Intentions); Duran Duran (Rio)

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
Eduqas

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
70%.

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Film Marketing (DVD cover & Poster for
new fictional film of a specified genre)
Magazine Production (Cover & Feature
Article for new magazine of a specified
genre)

When will coursework be submitted?
End of Autumn Term (Year 11)

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Useful skills include: creativity, imagination;
enquiry, critical thinking and analysis;
communication; and essay writing

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/
media-studies-gcse/#tab _overview

Who oversees the course?
Mr T Wallace - Head of Media
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Option Subject

Music

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Conventions of Pop, Film Music, The
Concerto Through Time (Classical),
Rhythms of the World, Performance,
Composition

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
OCR

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
40%.

How many exam papers are there?
One

What coursework will students have to
complete?

30% Composition (two compositions), 30%
Performance (one solo

performance, one ensemble performance)

When will coursework be submitted?
Final submission in the Spring Term of Year
11, with feedback points throughout Years
10 and 11.

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
While learning an instrument outside of
school is beneficial, it is by no means
essential. Students will be required to focus
on one patrticular instrument for the course
(e.qg. ukulele, keyboard or singing). They
are encouraged to practise and participate
on their instrument in an extra-

curricular club.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/
music-j536-from-2016/

Who oversees the course?
Miss H Morgan - Head of Music
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Option Subject

Philsophy, Ethics and Religion

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Christianity (beliefs and teachings)
Christianity (practices)

Islam (beliefs and teachings)

Islam (practices)

Relationships and families

Religion and life

Existence of God and revelation
Religion, crime and punishment

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%.

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Students will be challenged with questions
about belief, values, meaning, purpose and
truth, enabling them to develop their own
attitudes towards religious issues.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-
studies/gcse/religious-studies-8062/

specification

Who oversees the course?
Mrs L Sidney - Head of RE
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Option Subject

Physical Education

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Applied anatomy and physiology,
structure and function of the cardio-
respiratory system, aerobic and
anaerobic exercise, movement analysis,
physical training, sports psychology,
socio-cultural influences, commercilisation
of sport, ethical issues, health and fitness
and use of data.

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
60%.

How many exam papers are there?
Two

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Students will complete an Analysis and
Evaluation coursework (AEP)

When will coursework be submitted?
February of the second year of the course
(Year 11)

What qualification will students get?
GCSE

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?

We recommend students participating
competitively in at least 2 sports in school
or outside of school. This includes playing
for one of the school sport teams, and/or a
club similar to the school team standards.
It is desirable for students to have an inter-
est in Science and a good understanding
due to the content of the course.

Students will be assessed using 3 practical
sports (team/individual)

3 lessons per week (2 theory based
lessons, plus one practical)

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-
education/gcse/physical-education-8582/

specification

Who oversees the course?
Mr A Emsley - 2nd in PE
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Option Subject

Triple Science

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Biology - Cell biology, Organisation,
Infection and response, Bioenergetics,
Homeostasis and response, Inheritance,
variation and evolution, Ecology

Chemistry - Atomic structure and the
periodic table, Bonding, structure and the
properties of matter, Quantitative chemistry,
Chemical Changes, Energy Changes, The
rate and extent of chemical change,
Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis,
Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using
resources

Physics - Energy, Electricity, Particle
model of matter, Atomic structure, Forces,
Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism,
Space physics

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
AQA

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
100%.

How many exam papers are there?
Six (two per subject)

What coursework will students have to
complete?

None. Students must complete a number of
required practicals in lessons but these are
assessed in their written exams.

What qualification will students get?
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry, GCSE
Physics

What range of grades is awarded?
9-1 (for each science)

Is there anything else students need to
know before opting for the course?
Other than Space Physics, the topics
students study in Triple (Separate) Science
are the same as those studied in Combined
Science. The main difference between

the courses is that each topic is studied in
more depth.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/
gcse/biology-8461/specification

htips://www.aga.orq.uk/subjects/chemistry/
gcse/chemistry-8462/specification

htips://www.aqga.orq.uk/subjects/physics/
gcse/physics-8463/specification

Who oversees the course?

Miss R Palmer - KS4 Science Lead 31



ASDAN

This Option subject is by invitation only.

What big topics and/or themes will be
studied?

Personal Effectiveness Qualifications are
designed to support and empower

learners at every stage of their journey. It
helps them gain the skills and knowledge
needed to navigate an ever-changing world
with confidence.

The qualifications include Award, Extended
Award and Certificate-sized qualifications
at Entry 3, Level 1, Level 2. Students can
start at a suitable level, build their skills

by completing units at different levels, and
work towards a chosen outcome.

Personal Effectiveness Qualification is
centred around ASDAN’s six core sKills:
+ learning

+ communicating

+ decision-making

 thinking

« team working

- self-awareness

Evidence shows that developing these
Skills can have a positive effect on emo-
tional, mental and physical well-being. PEQ
supports learners to become independent
thinkers who are ready for further educa-
tion, work or training.

ic3
Personal Effectiveness Qualification @@

MV

Which exam board is the awarding
body?
ASDAN

What percentage of the course is
assessed through public exams?
None. Students complete a portfolio of
work following the six skills of the course.
The portfolio is then both internally and
externally moderated.

What coursework will students have to
complete?

Coursework is ongoing for full completion
before Year 11 leave to complete GCSEs.

What qualification will students get?
Personal Effectiveness Qualification

What range of grades is awarded?

Entry Level 3 is just below a GCSE grade 1
equivalent.

Level 1 - GCSE grade 1-3 equivalent.
Level 2 - GCSE grade 4-9 equivalent.

Link to exam board’s web page for
qualification
https.//www.asdan.org.uk/courses/personal-
effectiveness-qualifications/

Who oversees the course?
Miss V Stewart - Deputy SENCo.
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Entering Your Choices Online

Step by step guide

It is advisable to fill in your KS4 Options Record Sheet before entering

your choices online.

The sheet will provide a record for you to keep of your selections and it
also has the details of the courses which cannot be combined.

+ Log onto: https://www.studentoptions.co/BEAU-GCSE

« Type in your username and password. (These will be allocated to you

in advance.)

- You will then come to the first screen — check that it is headed Year
9-10 GCSE and that it has the correct Name and Form.

Step 1

Select your language GCSE option.

Choices for:

Extra information: Click here for an example/instructions. Click here
Step 1 of 3
it > Choice 1 > Free choice {with reserve) > Confirmation

Choose ONE of théfollowing Subjects:

O EHCP (E5U)
C French (Fr)
® German (Gm)

{ Spanish (Sp)

Click Next to view page 2.

= @e"@

To leave without making any choices: Log_out

for course information.
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Entering Your Choices Online - continued

Step 2

Select your four choices from the list.

« As your languages choice is Choice 1, your remaining subject choices
will rank from 2nd to 5th. Please consider the ranking order carefully
as it may affect the courses available to you if they are oversubscribed.
Another student may be offered an oversubscribed subject if they have
ranked it higher in their preferences than you.

* Refer to the KS4 Options Record Sheet to see which subjects cannot
be combined.

« To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum, you should only select up
fo two subjects from any section.

« You must include at least one from Geography or History as one of
your four choices. You may choose both of these subjects if you wish.

+ Alongside your four options choices, you must also make a reserve
choice by entering R for your reserve subject.

| Submit || [ Reset this form | [ Clear




Entering Your Choices Online - continued

Step 3

Complete your application

- When you have completed entering the information, click Submit.
«  You will then be asked to check your choices and either: Confirm if
they are correct or go back and make changes and then Confirm.

1.0.OLS ® -
¢ €@

Please check your Subjects and if they are correct, click 'Confirm Choices’

Name:

Class:

Username:
1 German
2 History
3 Business Studie
4 Media Studies
5 Product Design
R Computer Scenc

Confirm Choiced | [ Go back and change choices |
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Checklist

THINK!

+ Take note of what your report tells you about how you are doing in
each subject - you are likely to get better GCSE results in the subjects
you are doing better at in Year 9.

- Consider which courses you might like to follow after Year 11 and make
sure you take the necessary subjects at GCSE.

« Choose subjects which you feel positive about studying for another two
years and where you feel you can succeed.

« Don't try to follow friends or particular teachers you like - you might not
get them next year!

« Talk to your parents/carers, your Form Tutor, your subject teachers and
the careers staff.

EHCP and Core Support

EHCP SUPPORT (by invitation only)

This support is for those students with an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP). These support lessons will take place instead of a Modern
Foreign Language and will support access to the rest of the curriculum.

For further information please contact Mr Baker, SENDCO.

CORE SUPPORT (by invitation only)

Some students would benefit from further support in English, Maths and
Science. These three lessons will take place instead of an option subject,
so those students highlighted as individuals who may benefit from this
support will choose one fewer subject in their free choices. These classes
will be kept to a small number of students.

It will therefore be possible to combine Personal Effectiveness
Qualification and Core support for some students in their choices.

For further information please contact Mrs Powdrell.
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Impartial Advice and Guidance

As part of our options provision, you will have a meeting with a member of
senior staff to discuss your choices and you may also ask to speak to
Alison Curnow, our Personal Adviser from Hertfordshire Services for
Young People (the careers education and impartial advice and guidance
service, formerly known as Connexions). The Impartial Advice and
Guidance programme enables students to make informed decisions about
their futures, be it in employment with training (such as an Apprenticeship)
at age 16 or in higher or further education.

Students are also given guidance in and access to a range of careers
guidance software which they can use both in school and from home via
the internet. This includes the Unifrog online platform, which includes a
wealth of information and impartial guidance on options at 14+, 16+ and
18+.

As part of your Impartial 14+ Advice and Guidance / Careers and

Work-Related Education, you will:

+ go on a one week Work Experience placement in the Summer Term of
Year 10.

+ be offered guidance in how to write a CV, prepare for interviews etc.

* have a personal interview with a member of senior staff regarding Post-
16 options.

« have opportunities within PSHCEE lessons to investigate different
careers and education routes, learn how to action plan and make
informed decisions.

« Take part in the Year 11 ‘Moving On’ Personal Development Day
in which you learn about local Labour Market Information; consider
effective choice-making; investigate how specific qualifications link to
career paths and take part in a ‘Careers Fair’ attended by a range of
local employers, colleges, universities and training providers (including
Apprenticeships).

For further information please contact Mrs Tolley, Careers Lead.
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The deadline for submitting your completed options choices online is:

Friday 6 February 2026

TR

D

Beaumont School
Austen Way
St Albans
Hertfordshire
AL4 0XB

Tel: 01727 854726

admin@beaumont.school
www.beaumontschool.com



