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Dealing with conflict 

Commercial 
awareness 

Career management 

Business-
appropriate 
communication 

Negotiating and 
influencing

Leadership 

Ability to work 
remotely 

Managing up 

T
e

c
h

n
ic

a
l 
s
k
ill

s

Data handling and 
analysis 
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Presentation skills

The 10 areas that employers would most like to see 
improved in school and college leavers
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https://nationalapprenticeshipweek.co.uk/

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/



What skills do students need?

ATTITUDES AND 
BEHAVIOURS

TECHNICAL 
SKILLS

TRANSFERABLE 
SKILLS

WORKPLACE 
SKILLS



The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

 Core Subjects

 Option Subjects



Core KS4 Subjects

English Language & Literature 

Mathematics

Combined Science ( Dual Award ) 

PSHCEE ( including aspects of R.E. )

PE ( CORE )

Modern Foreign Language



Option KS4 Subjects
Arts 

Humanities

Languages

Science and Technology 

P.E. 

non-exam options

Computing and Creative iMedia

Media 



Arts 

Art, Craft & Design

Art Graphics

Music

Drama



Humanities

Business

Geography

History

Philosophy, Ethics & Religion

Enterprise & Marketing



French (Core)

Languages (Double Option)

German (Core)

Spanish (Core or Option)



Food Preparation & Nutrition

Technology

Resistant Materials

Textiles

Triple Science GCSE



Media GCSE

Computing (GCSE) 

P.E. ( GCSE )

Cambridge Certificate in Creative iMedia



Level 2: Option subjects 

CNAT Sport

Certificate in Enterprise & Marketing



How are non-GCSE courses different ?

Level 2 courses are equivalent to GCSEs

They have more project-based and 
continuous assessment

They offer a more vocational route

Grades:   Pass = 5,  Merit = 6, 

Distinction = 7,  Distinction+ = 8



non-exam options 

EHCP Support (by invitation)

Award/Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness (ASDAN)

Core Support (by invitation)



“What must I choose ?”

Art Drama

Music

Food Technology

Business

Geography

German

French

HistoryNon-GCSE courses

Philosophy, Ethics & Religion

Physical Education Creative iMedia

Resistant Materials non-exam options

Computing

4 subjects following

the instructions on the 

KS4 Record Sheet



“What about the E-Bacc.?”

English Language 

Mathematics

2 Sciences  ( Combined Science; Computing )

Language ( classical or modern )

Geography or History

See Page 4 of the Choices booklet



“What help will I have ?”

Subject Advice

Pastoral Advice

Impartial Advice and 
Guidance



Subject Advice

Heads of Subject

Year 9 Consultation Evening

On-going in lessons, displays, &c.

Careers ‘blog’  (Unifrog software )











Pastoral Advice

C.E.I.A.G. programme

Form Tutors

Senior Staff Interviews

Herts Services for Young People  
Personal Adviser:  Alison Curnow



“How do I decide ?”

Balance

Restrictions

Career aspirations

Assessment

Enjoyment



“How do I decide ?”

Don’t just follow your teachers 
or your friends …





“How do I get my
options to school?”

We use an online system for students to 
select their choices. 

Logins and passwords will be emailed to 
parents/carers tomorrow to access the site 
and a paper copy given to students 
tomorrow  morning.



GCSE OPTIONS

TOOLS WEBSITE



https://www.studentoptions.co/BEAU-GCSE



Select a language option and then click next
If you want to choose two languages you must choose French or German 
at this stage.  



Select your choices.

Remember to put numbers 
2,3,4,5 as the Language 
option counted as number 1.

You must select either 
Geography or History but can 
study both if you wish.

You must also put R for the 
reserve subject. 

The order of the numbers is 
very important, put them in 
the order of your preference 
for the subjects.    

Click Submit



You will now see your choices. 

If you are happy with them click Confirm Choices; if 
not then Go back and change choices. 

You must Confirm Choices when you have finished. 



Your final page should look like this. You have 
completed the process when you reach this page. 



‘New choices and options’

All students must select a language 
choice, unless they have an EHCP   

Within the ‘open options’ there is now 
Core Support. This is an extra lesson a 
week of English, Maths, and Science. 



“Will I get all of my Options ?”

a few Option subjects may not have 

enough students opting for them

there may be Option “clashes”, 

particularly if there is only one class 

for that Option subject

‘Reserve’ Option choice is essential



What happens next ?

Input choices on-line by 2nd February

Allocation of subjects later this term  -
issued to students and parents/carers

Discussions with Mrs Powdrell before 
allocations if there are any issues to resolve



What if I change my mind ?

Contact Mrs Powdrell as soon as you 
can – changes may not be possible 
at later stages of the process.

An email from parents/carers is required 
to confirm any requested changes

Do not expect to be able to change 
courses in September ...



When do I start my new subjects?

After May Half Term

You will receive your new Timetable 
before May Half term 

This is the time, in these six weeks, 
where some changes are possible. 
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