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Welcome to this special edition of Beaumont Life, our monthly newsletter which is sent 
electronically to all families at the school.  We have selected a range of items featured this year 
to give you a flavour of what life as part of the Beaumont community is like.  We hope you enjoy 
reading it. Martin Atkinson Headteacher

We were delighted that Luke Nixon was able to return to Beaumont 
to receive the 2021 Harriet Rowlands Drama Prize. This prize is 
awarded to the student who has made the largest contribution 
to the Drama Department’s output over their time at the school.  
Luke has just started his second term of study at Oxford University, 
reading Spanish and Portuguese. 

Head of Drama, Lynsey Wallace, said of Luke’s time here: “Luke was an excellent Drama 
student, always enthusiastic in lessons and he would fully immerse himself in as many Drama 
opportunities as we had to offer! He played a huge part, contributing to extra-curricular events: 
plays, musicals, leading KS3 clubs and was a brilliant ambassador.  We are very proud of him 
and his successes so far, and wish him all the best with his future studies and productions!   
                       Mrs Tolley Head of Sixth Form

We were pleased to welcome Chris Hobson, Head of Recruitment 
at the Royal Veterinary College, to speak to students in Years 11-
13. The lunchtime session was well attended and well received.  
Here is what one of the students had to say: “The vet talk was 
amazing! It was very informative and interesting.

The people speaking were clearly very passionate about their studies and this really came 
across. It was nice to hear from people who had actually experienced biological/veterinary 
sciences first hand. It has made me feel excited for the potential opportunities that veterinary 
science offers”.                 Dr Skelton Head of Science

We first heard from two student speakers who both shared a similar view that ‘no platforming’ 
was not an attack on free speech and that we need to think about all of the impacts that free 
speech can have on people and politics. The question was then posed to the panel, which was 
made up of Bim Afolami (Conservative MP, Harpenden and Hitchin), Claire Fox (a non-affiliated 
Life Peer), Daisy Cooper (Liberal Democrats MP, St Albans) and Maswood Ahmed (businessman 
and public speaker).  
They each expressed their views on freedom of speech and took questions from the audience. 
All questions had to be pre-approved, which lead to query of ‘How can we have a debate on free 
speech when all of the questions must be approved beforehand?’ After this, the audience could 
freely ask whatever they wanted on the topic of free speech.
After a short break, the floor was opened for more general questions, ranging from; do you think 
there needs to be more arts in education? Have the Liberal Democrats caused polarisation in 
politics? Should we lower the voting age to 16? and what would your parties do for young people?. 
Overall, we found this an enlightening experience; it was interesting to hear different viewpoints 
on this divisive topic and we have been encouraged to explore the topic of free speech further.
              Grace Forbes and Niamh Cann Year 12  
  

On Wednesday 23 November, a group of Sixth Form students 
attended the ‘Speak Your Mind Debate‘ with other Sixth Form 
students from the local area, held at St Albans Cathedral. The 
debate was centred on the question “Is it right that some schools, 
universities and institutions practise ‘no platforming’, the action 
of cancelling or preventing someone holding views regarded as 
unacceptable or offensive, from contributing to a public debate? 
Is this not an attack on free speech?”.

Royal Veterinary College lunchtime session
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HRH The Earl of Wessex led the ceremony at Buckingham Palace 
when our students received their Gold DofE Awards. We are 
extremely proud of these students who persevered through their 
A Levels and Covid to complete this challenging and impressive 
award.

This year our Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award cohort travelled to Keswick for a tough but 
enjoyable qualifying expedition at the end of August.  The students had to demonstrate 
excellent navigation and camp craft, as well as walking with heavy packs over challenging 
terrain for four days, and they did brilliantly.       Ms Dickson DofE Coordinator

In the summer, several Year 12s entered the Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge competition.  Set by an experienced team of university 
chemists, the competition stretches and challenges able students 
interested in chemistry and asks them to go significantly beyond 
the syllabus, encouraging them to think about science in the way 
they would at university. Congratulations to the students who 
received Silver and Gold certificates which are awarded to the top 
achieving students nationally.           Mr Parmar Head of Chemistry

Early November we were treated to a brilliant and bold piece of 
theatre, Lord of the Flies, performed by Beaumont Upper School 
Drama. There were two casts that attacked this exciting production, 
bringing a sense of bravery and anarchy in their performances.
The audience was immediately immersed into what appeared to be 
a plane, three in fact, creating a thrust stage layout.

Forget Glastonbury; the place to be on Saturday 25 June was 
Beaumont as hundreds of people gathered on the field for a 
festival of sport, music and fun.  
The festival is named in honour of former Beaumont student 
Rob Williams, who tragically died in a snowboarding accident 
aged just 29.  His love of music and sport was celebrated in the 
entertainment on offer, while the Year 7 and 8 house stalls aimed 
to emulate his entrepreneurial success!

Following sports tournaments, the music festival kicked off with a performance from one of 
the many student acts who entertained the crowds.  House stalls offered the chance to splat a 
teacher, participate in an obstacle course and have your face painted, amongst many stalls and 
entertainment outlets.  
As ever, the aim was to have a great time whilst raising money for the school and the Prince’s 
Trust.  This year we have raised £6335 and would like to thank everyone who helped make it 
happen.  Roll on next year!                      Johanna Lutz Year 12

Gold Duke of Edinburgh

Cambridge Chemistry Challenge Competition

Lord of the Flies

Rob’s Festival 2022

The air hostesses greeted the audience as they entered, with the cast also getting on board 
the planes, to then be thrown into a plane crash, with a loud soundscape and movement 
sequences involving crashing chairs. We, the cast and audience, then landed on the island 
where the rest of this disturbing play was set.
The modern interpretation, through dress and sound choices, was engaging throughout. 
The performances were bold, brave and, at times, really quite scary, as we watched these 
characters deteriorate mentally over the time of the play. The cast tackled some challenging 
sequences and a wordy, but truly classic text, performed at its best.
Sometimes, it is hard to remember that these are young performers, because what they 
produce really is good enough to be professional work.  Congratulations to the cast and crew 
of the Upper School Production of Lord of the Flies.                        Mrs Wallace Head of Drama



This competition, which started ten years ago, crowned its first 
champion since 2019 due to pandemic restrictions.  It was great 
to be back in the hall for the final after months of heats.. The final 
involved an extremely tense finish as both teams requested to go 
into three minutes of overtime to settle the contest.

The audience was at times in awe of the knowledge and speed of thought shown by all eight 
contestants. Spontaneous applause broke out regularly when correct responses were teased 
out through intense conferring. 
It was such an enjoyable event that we were all reminded how much we have missed in terms 
of group experience in the past couple of years.                  Mrs Tolley Head of Sixth Form

This Music Department has been busy as always and we have much 
to celebrate. We were treated to an inspirational masterclass with 
UK leading trombonist, Jonny Watkins. The Chamber Choir then 
returned to St. Peter’s Church, accompanied by the Flute Ensemble 
and soloists.  All gave stunning performances and the audience 
were rightly impressed with the variety of music performed.

The concert was enjoyed by an audience of over 100 who donated in aid of Rennie Grove. 
Extra-curricular music at Beaumont is going from strength to strength. Over 100 students were 
involved in our spring concert. It was great to see every ensemble performing and impressive 
that the performers included some of our students from the ‘Get Playing’ Scheme. The initiative 
has seen nearly 30 beginner instrumentalists receive free lessons on an instrument of their 
choice and all have made great progress. 
The school holiday was also busy for students who gave fantastic performances with the 
National Youth Concert Band in The Bradshaw Hall at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire. 
Meanwhile, other students performed closer to home with the Hertfordshire Schools Symphony 
Orchestra, and with Hertfordshire County Youth Orchestra. 
Congratulations to you all!           Miss Morgan Head of Music

Beaumont’s “University Challenge” 2022 winners crowned

British Biology Olympiad

Year 11 & Sixth Form Careers Fair

Music Celebrations

Three Year 13 students recently took part in the British Biology 
Olympiad, organised annually by the Biology Society.  The students 
obtained Gold awards, which is a fantastic achievement, putting 
them in the top 5% of the 10,000 students who participated.                                      
         Dr Jones Science Teacher

Our students were able to learn about individual career journeys and opportunities from TV & 
film producers, cyber security specialists, a UK Parliament civil servant, a barrister, engineers, 
a chef, a fashion specialist, a GP, nurse together with a consultant and critical care emergency 
doctors. Students also gathered information from further education colleges and the University 
of Hertfordshire.
Thank you to the businesses and education, training and apprenticeship providers who 
contributed, especially the emergency crews, many of whom gave up their rest days to join us.                  
           Mrs Rider Marketing & Communication Coordinator

We were delighted to welcome professionals from a range of 
organisations into school for the Careers Fair.  This annual event 
provides our students with an insight into the workplace in a variety 
of different sectors. 
Amongst many other organisations this year we had representatives 
from Computacenter, Ernst & Young, Nuffield, Pinnacle Consulting 
Engineers, Amber Mountain Marketing, Essex & Herts Air 
Ambulance, the Royal Navy, British Army, Hertfordshire and 
Metropolitan Police, together with a special visit from Ursa the 
Urban Search, Rescue and firearms trained police dog.



Many of our students took part in the various Maths Challenges in the 2021-22 academic year. 
These papers encourage mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using 
basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. There are separate challenges 
throughout the year for mathematicians in different year groups: Years 12 and 13 in the 
autumn term, Years 9, 10 and 11 in the spring term and Years 7 and 8 in the summer term. 
Well done to all of the students who chose to complete the challenges!          Maths Department

Year 13 Politics students attended the annual Congress to Campus 
conference at the US Embassy. Throughout the day, academics 
and experts presented illuminating speeches on topics such as 
the party balance in Washington, the power of the President and 
the Supreme Court. These weren’t only relevant to our study, 
but fascinating in the context of the forthcoming midterms. The 
speakers also considered how past events and Presidents, notably 
Trump, affected US politics and what the lasting effects will be. 

We started off our 2022 season with a tough game in the National 
Vase versus Gresham School from Norfolk. In a hard fought game we 
lost 41 pts to 12. The next round saw us take on Bishops Stortford 
College in the National Bowl, we ran out with a comfortable victory 
36 pts to 5.  

After each speech, former Congresspeople Robert Woodall (Rep-Georgia) and Elizabeth Esty 
(Dem-Connecticut) gave their insight on the topic and answered students’ questions. It was 
fascinating to hear views that aren’t common in our country and how their experience in 
government shaped these opinions.
The representatives, particularly Mr Woodall, were grilled on their views of contentious issues 
like abortion, gun rights and the Electoral College system. It was valuable to hear how they 
justified and debated views that are so different to many of our own. However, it was arguably 
more interesting to hear their criticisms of their own parties and about topics where they 
agreed despite their difference in party allegiance. Both Congresspeople spoke about how 
the legislative branch isn’t functioning as it should and addressed the current gridlock and 
partisanship. They highlighted the importance of working and empathising with people across 
party boundaries for the health of US democracy. 
Overall, it was incredible to have the privilege of hearing the experts and Congresspeople share 
their experiences and expertise. And finally, a thank you to our Politics teachers Mr Batt and 
Mrs Tolley for organising this trip.         Freya Hughes Year 13

With a break from the cup we took on Oakland’s College development squad in a friendly, 
winning 34 pts to 26 before heading back to the National Bowl, travelling to Saffron Walden 
County High School. On a slightly sloping pitch, wind in our faces we played a tough first half. 
With the score at 5 all, we turned round and with the conditions in our favour we romped home 
38 pts to 5 winners. In the third round of the bowl we played Culford independent School from 
Bury St Edmunds. In a tight competition we ran out winners 21 pts to 14.  This took us into the 
final game of the Midlands B area, effectively putting us into the last 16 of this competition.
In the final round of the National Bowl we were drawn against the Leys School from Cambridge. 
This was always going to be a tough game as we have never reached this round of the 
competition. We travelled away with a slightly weakened team due to injuries. As if that was not 
enough, the bus broke down on the way, delaying us for over 30 minutes. As the game started, 
the weather turned against us, both the wind and rain in our faces. Despite this we stayed 
resolute to our task. Despite the loss we knew we had come a long way since September.
The team has been a credit to the school and proven what hard work, dedication and support of 
each other can produce. We now look forward to competing in the county cup next term.
                                            Mr Robinson and Mr Graham

Maths Challenge

Sixth Form trip to the US Embassy

Beaumont School 1st XV rugby 


