
 

 

6 September 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
  

Year 9 Science groups and information about GCSE options 
  
It is likely that you will have noticed that, in Year 9, students are no longer taught in 
their form groups for science lessons. This is to enable us to teach the majority of 
students in smaller classes, where they are able to receive more individual attention 
and support from their teacher. Therefore, in each half of the year, there is a larger 
‘top’ set (two in the larger B, L, E, A half of the year), with other students being in 
mixed ability groups which are smaller in size. When students have chosen their 
options and move into the classes for GCSE study, later in Year 9, these groups will 
be reviewed, and all students will be set at that stage. Regardless of which group 
they are currently in, all students have the option of selecting to study Combined or 
Separate Sciences, dependent on meeting an academic threshold, outlined below.  
  
Students in Year 9 are able to choose subjects they wish to study at GCSE during 
the Spring term. In Science we offer the opportunity to study Separate Sciences, 
which equates to GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics, or Combined Science 
which equates to two GCSEs (still studying topics from across the three sciences). 
Due to the greater demand of the separate science courses, both in terms of content 
and the final exams, we set a threshold standard which students are required to 
reach to be eligible to choose this option. 
  
A student's eligibility to select the triple science option will be dependent on their 
performance in assessments across the autumn term and will be communicated to 
them as soon as possible after Christmas. The assessments which will contribute to 
this decision are the three end of topic tests which students will complete during the 
course of the Autumn Term - Ecology, The Earth’s Atmosphere, and The Particle 
Model. The assessments are common to all students in Year 9 and a threshold 
percentage for triple science eligibility will be set. Due to alterations we have made to 
our curriculum sequencing, I am currently unable to inform you what this threshold 
will be, but will communicate further details at a later date. 
  
For those students who have achieved the required standard, there will be an 
opportunity to find out more about the Separate Science option on 26 January 2023, 
at the Year 9 Options Evening. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
Dr Skelton 
Head of Science 
 


