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21 January 2020 
 
Dear Student 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver level information 
 
Training Day 
A reminder that the compulsory DofE training day is on Saturday 29 February 2020. This is a 
compulsory day, even for those students who have already completed a DofE award with us 
in previous years. We are not allowed to take students on the expeditions if they do not 
attend. The day will be held at school in A Block on Saturday 29 February 2020 8.45am – 
2.30pm. Please meet in the Old Gym. Students should bring a packed lunch. They will not 
be allowed off site in the lunch break. They should wear comfortable clothing, as part of the 
day involves team building physical activities.  
 
Kit 
As part of the training day, participants will be learning how to use various pieces of kit, and 
taking home tents and cooking equipment ready for the expeditions. We are able to provide 
cooking equipment (trangias, gas) and tents to all our Bronze and Silver participants. Please 
let us know if you are bringing your own tent. We ask for a refundable deposit of £20 for this 
equipment, which will be returned once the equipment is received in a fit state to be used the 
following year.  
 
Please complete the reply slip below and enclose £20 in cash or cheque. This will not be 
banked and the cash or cheque will be returned once the equipment is returned complete 
and in a reusable state.  
 
We very much encourage students to take ownership with packing for expeditions, which 
means doing it themselves! Participants are expected to provide all other kit, including 
rucksacks, sleeping bags and mats, and walking boots. Trainers are not suitable. Walking 
boots should provide ankle support and should not be merely outdoor-type trainers. It is very 
important that walking boots are not worn for the first time while on expedition as they need 
to be broken in. We would encourage you to get them as soon as possible and to wear them 
as much as possible before the expeditions. We have a very small number of rucksacks that 
can be borrowed. More information about kit will be given on the training day, and can also 
be found at http://www.dofeshopping.org/expedition-kit. 
 
Parent Lifts 
For Bronze expeditions information about drop off and collection points will be posted on our 
blog (https://sites.google.com/beaumont.school/beaumontdofe/home). There are limited 
spaces on the school minibuses for students who can’t arrange lifts, offered on a first come, 
first served basis. Details will be given to students on the training day. 
 
For Silver expeditions, travel will be by coach from Beaumont School. Details will be given 
closer to the time, but please note that we will be leaving early (approximately 6.30am) for 
both expeditions. 
 

…/continued 
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Practice Walks 
At Beaumont DofE we incorporate our training walks into our practice expedition. However, I 
would encourage you to spend some time between now and then doing your own extra 
practice walks. Any evidence (photos, screenshots of routes walked) can be added as 
evidence to eDofE.org. 
 
One option is to do the permanent orienteering course at Highfield Park (see 
https://www.herts-orienteering.club/permanent-courses/) which is extremely local and also 
develops maps reading skills.  
 
eDofE.org 
Some students have not yet uploaded enough evidence of their other sections on eDofE.org. 
I would appreciate your support in encouraging students to regularly upload evidence. 
 
Mobile phones on expeditions  
Mobile phones are strictly not to be used on expeditions. We do not allow students to use 
mapping software to aid their navigation, or to communicate with anyone outside of their 
group. We also do not allow playing music or using any apps. We believe this enhances their 
expedition experience and contributes to the enjoyment of the countryside for all. 
However, owing to the sometimes remote supervision of the students, we would like at least 
one member of the group to carry a charged phone, which will be switched off and wrapped 
up in a plastic bag with tape at the beginning of the expedition and checked at the end 
before use. This phone can be used in an emergency. In addition, we would like this phone 
to have installed the app 'What 3 Words', which is a mapping tool which allows the phone to 
identify and share its location to a 3m square area. This will allow leaders to have an 
extremely accurate location of any group experiencing an emergency, more so than a six 
figure grid reference.  
More than one phone per group may be carried, but each phone must be wrapped as above. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
E Dickson      L Fulham 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator  Assistant D of E Coordinator 
 

 
Please return to the box outside Finance Office. 
 
I have received and read the information regarding the Duke of Edinburgh training day, kit, 
lifts, mobile phones and practice walks. 
 
I enclose a cash/cheque deposit of £20 and understand that it will not be banked, provided 
the kit is returned in good order. 
 
Student’s name: …………………………………………………. Form: ………………….. 
 
Signed Parent/Carer: ……………………………………………… Date: ………………… 


